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ST. JOHN'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
The Reverend Linda Lennon…………………..(home) 610-691-5769
Pastor Linda’s E-Mail…………………..……………pastorlinda@juno.com
David King - Council President…………………..………..215-536-5351
Larry Benner - Organist / Choir Director………………215-536-2791
David Williams -Custodian…..…………………..………..	267-377-5610
Office Telephone Brenda Kucharik, Secretary       215-538-0875
Church E-Mail ………………………………..…..stjuccrichtown@enter.net
Church Website……………………………………….…..www.stjohnsucc.org
Church Office Hours
10:00 am to 3:00 pm -- Monday through Thursday

**Sunday Worship starts at 9:30 AM**
July 11-15	Vacation Bible School 6-9PM
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]		Panda Mania
July 22	Iron Pigs Game
August 17	Peach Festival
August 23	Book Discussion “The Red Tent” 7:00PM


Weekly Schedule
SUNDAY:                                                    Sunday School – 9:00 AM
                                                             Worship Service – 10:15 AM
FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH:	   Girl Scouts – 6:00 – 8:00 PM
TUESDAY:				Women For Sobriety – 9:00 AM
WEDNESDAY:                              Women’s Guild (Quilting) – 9:00 AM
THURSDAY:       Narcotics Anonymous (NA) Meeting – 6:30 – 9:30 PM
Senior Choir Rehearsal – To be determined weekly

St. John’s would like to thank 
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Mary Gillen
for her donation of M & M’s Bowties for all the St. John’s Dads on Father’s Day. 

 LECTIONARY SELECTIONS
[image: Description: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/scripture_7657c30_web.jpg?guid=9f3b1b2b-15dd-4afe-814a-7ccb2b8af3c0]The following is this month’s selection of scripture passages taken from The Common Lectionary.  This three year rotation of texts takes us through the Old and New Testaments of the Bible.


July 3	Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67
	Psalm 45:10-17
	Romans 7:15-25a
	Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

July 10	Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	Genesis 25:19-34
	Psalm 119:105-112
	Romans 8:1-11
	Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

July 17		Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
		Genesis 28:10-19a
		Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
		Romans 8:12-25
		Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

July 24		Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
		Genesis 29:15-28
		Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
		Romans 8:26-39
		Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

July 31		Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
		Genesis 32:22-31
		Psalm 17:1-7, 15
		Romans 9:1-5
		Matthew 14:13-21


[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]


In just a few days, Fourth of July fireworks will light up the sky as we celebrate our independence once again!

In thinking about freedom, I recently came across a series of Norman Rockwell paintings entitled the Four Freedoms.  They were:  Freedom from Fear, Freedom from Want, Freedom of Speech, and Freedom to Worship.   Have you thought about our freedoms lately?  It is important that we do not take our freedoms for granted, as they came to us at a high price, by the sacrifice of many lives.  As we celebrate with all kinds of festivities, let us remember the 4th of July is more than time off from work, time with friends and family, and picnics.  It is a day to reflect and give thanks for our freedoms.

As followers of Jesus, we can be most thankful for the freedom to worship as we choose.  Jesus sacrificed his life as a gift because he was passionate about a better and different world.  Take some time this Independence Day to reflect how each one of us can work toward making a God honoring world. 


See you in Church,
Pastor Linda

[image: Freedom from Want][image: Freedom to Worship by Norman Rockwell]
[image: Freedom of Speech][image: Freedom from Fear by Norman Rockwell]

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]I would like to give my biggest thanks to Pastor Linda for making this year’s confirmation class a blast. I really enjoyed being with all my friends and learning new things. We are all very happy that we made it and that we've gotten so much out of the experience. I have noticed that Pastor Linda has an incredible amount of patience, especially for those times when us kids would get off track and start to talk about stuff that had nothing to do with the bible. I realized that I learned more than just how to be a faithful congregant and how to have a strong faith, but I also learned how to argue my opinions respectfully. Some of the discussions we had turned into a heated debate by the next week. Through all of our debates and discussions, never once did Pastor Linda tell us that we were not doing what we were supposed to. She enjoyed listening to what we had to talk about, and she taught us the value of being caring and kind. I learned that you need to have faith in God to be happy, and that St. John's is a very big part of our lives. 

We have given a large amount of time in helping the church, and we will continue to give our time as we become members of the congregation. Not only do I want to thank Pastor Linda, but I also want to thank the congregation for their help in donating all of the canned goods we collected in March. I was amazed at how much people cared. Our goal was exceeded far above what we thought it would turn out to be.

Thank you Pastor Linda for all you have done.
I hope you will continue to inspire us as we become members of the church.

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"][image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Shannon King
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Thank you to St. John’s UCC from Mrs. Eva Shelmire and family for all the prayers, cards, and expressions of sympathy, on the death of Eva’s husband, Paul Shelmire, Jr.  Your caring brings healing to the heart.
[image: http://www.anitadiamant.com/img/theredtent.gif]The Book Discussion Group will meet August 23rd at 7:00PM to discuss 
“The Red Tent” by Anita Diamant.

Skillfully interweaving biblical tales with events and characters of her own invention, Diamant's sweeping first novel re-creates the life of Dinah, daughter of Leah and Jacob, from her birth and happy childhood in Mesopotamia through her years in Canaan and death in Egypt.

[image: LehighValleyIronPigs.png]Iron Pigs tickets will be available for pick up Sunday 7/10 & 7/17.  If you won't be at church on either of those days, call (610-346-8548) or e-mail (kbrdms@hughes.net) me...Thanks Karen Bilger
Summer Harmony Men’s Choir will be singing “The Star Spangled Banner.”
The annual Iron Pigs outing is Friday 7/22.  Game time is 7:05pm.   Cost $25.  The ticket includes 2 hour buffet and admission to the PPL picnic patio starting at 6:05pm and postgame fireworks.  


Have you remembered 
St. John’s U.C.C. in your will?


[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/singing_8354c3_web.jpg?guid=0f78ae5e-24d1-4f05-b948-75b9989a3bde]Thanks to Larry Benner and the Cantata Choir for the recent performances of “A Song in My Heart!”  Both were well attended and the choir did a magnificent job!  Thanks to all of the choir members for many hours of practice to make such great music which was enjoyed by many.  If you are thinking of joining the Cantata Choir for their Christmas season see Larry Benner.  New voices are always welcome!  

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]A word to remember as you enjoy your vacation this summer, please keep in mind St. John’s expenses are ongoing.  Please give to St. John’s ministry in a way pleasing to God!


Use of the Church and/or Church Property
Any activities that need to be ‘booked’ at St. John’s or borrowing of Church Property i.e. tables, chairs, or other items
must go through the Church Office – 
this is so that we have no conflict of interest.  
Thank you in advance for your consideration.

[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/read_13741_web.jpg?guid=aecfa9fc-4db4-4892-8a39-5dc4fd2594fe]We are Always Looking for 
New Lectors…
Would you be interested in reading scripture passages at our Sunday morning Worship Services?  If you would like to read or have any questions please contact Pastor Linda or Marcella Kulp.
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/pentecost_8205c10_web.jpg?guid=7bc07158-74bf-4ba7-bfb4-a5954156f504]On Pentecost Sunday, June 12th, we celebrated the Rite of Confirmation with Trent Carney,
Shannon King,
Connor Murtaugh and
Emily Scholl.
Congratulations to the newest members of St. John’s U.C.C.!

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]St. John’s Website
Please take a look at the new website at:
www.stjohnsucc.org
with current church information; as well as, current pictures of Vacation Bible School, Peach Festival, the Heifer Trip and Rummage Sale.


The Quakertown Food Pantry
Serving God by serving those in need
(215) 536-0240
quakertownfoodpantry@gmail.com
Pantry Hours:
Monday, Wednesday & Friday:  10:00AM–1:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 6:00PM–8:00PM
Saturday: 10:00AM–Noon
Join the St. John’s Food Pantry Team
Every fourth Thursday of the month we will be volunteering at the Pantry from 6:00 - 8:00 pm.  If you would like to join the ‘FOOD PANTRY TEAM’ speak with Pastor Linda.

[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/pantry72_web.jpg?guid=be24cecf-e2f0-4acc-b156-cfee63b3df34]**Please remember, continue to bring in food for the Food Pantry and put in the basket in the narthex.**


[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Cash Register Tape Fundraiser
The WOW group collects cash register tapes from Redner’s Warehouse Markets.  Please register for a Shopper’s Card at the courtesy counter and tell them it is for St. John’s UCC.  With the closing of Boyer’s we can use all the tapes we can get, so please try to remember when you grocery shop.  Thank you.

Prayer
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Prayer is not a trial balloon we send up to see if God is there.  It is an opportunity He has given us to communicate with Him.  Please allow our Prayer Chain to join you in prayer.  The information you give will be kept confidential.  For prayer needs or for membership, please contact Marcella Kulp at 215-536-5625.
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]From the Property Committee - Council has decided to proceed with the repair of the walls and caps on the exterior front steps of the church.  The property committee will be developing some sketches and researching pricing for the project.  Questions and comments may be directed to anyone on the property committee.	
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/statements_4469c1_web.jpg?guid=714ca206-1997-43c1-8d7c-806b996fc88a]Thank you for your financial contributions to the ministry of St. John’s U.C.C.  Anyone wishing a financial statement at this time may contact Sue Benner at 610-282-4467 or email clmbener@ptd.net.
JULY BIRTHDAYS
1 Ruth Ann Ackerman
Sue Gross
Bernadette Fournier
Eric Bilger
12	Hope Kendall Thompson
13	DottiAnne Edmonds
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]18	George Schaffer
21	Brandon Freed
22	Pat Lapinski
24	Doris Gottshall
25	Don Edmonds, Jr.
28	Mary Hardcastle
	Edith Krigor
	Eva Stoneback
29	Linda Kratz
	Melissa Trimble
	Jade Scholl
30	Kerry Thompson

Is your birthday missing from the list, please call the church office at 215-538-0875 or email at stjuccrichtown@enter.net.  We will be glad to add it to the birthday list. 

Scheduled to Serve
[image: Description: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/week_27626_web.jpg?guid=8d0fe34f-6bf8-4143-babf-f5de77e8fd70]
Lectors
July 3	Carla Spotts
July 10	Jerry Lennon
July 17	John Moyer
July 24	Courtney Weeks
July 31	Marcella Kulp

Greeters
July 3	David Ackerman & Ruth Ann Ackerman
July 10	Donald & Debbie Deily
July 17	Donald & DottiAnne Edmonds
July 24	Barbara Fehnel & Helen Refsnider
July 31	Lloyd & Dorothy Ewer

Ushers 
July 3	Dorothy & Lloyd Ewer
July 10	Joe & Jason Horton
July 17	Linda Lindsay & LuAnn Kramer
July 24	Barbara Fehnel & Romaine Thrapp
July 31	David King & Jerry Lennon

Acolytes
[image: Description: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/week_27626_web.jpg?guid=8d0fe34f-6bf8-4143-babf-f5de77e8fd70]July 3	Jason Horton
July 10	Emily Scholl
July 17	Trent Carney
July 24	Connor Murtaugh
July 31	Shannon King

Nursery
July 3	Kerry Thompson & Kim Gibialante
July 10	Karen King & Shannon King
July 17	Jade Scholl & Emily Scholl
July 24	Dorothy Ewer & Judy Roberts
July 31	Sarena Landes & Kathy Landes

Offering Processing
July 3	Courtney Weeks, John Moyer, Marge Shaffer
July 10	Don Deily, Judy Guise, Don Edmonds
July 17	Dave King, Marcella Kulp, Courtney Weeks
July 24	John Moyer, Marger Schaffer, Don Deily
July 31	Judy Guise, Don Edmonds, Dave King

Visitation Committee 
July	Marge Schaffer, Beverly Kuhn

Altar Guild 
July 	Katie Yerger, Carla Spotts
[image: http://ts2.mm.bing.net/images/thumbnail.aspx?q=895899671589&id=0249e8163a64c48c199be266b407432c&url=http%3a%2f%2fimages.all-free-download.com%2fimages%2fgraphiclarge%2ffruit_orange_clip_art_13860.jpg]PEACH FESTIVAL
Wednesday, August 17th, 
from 6-9PM


This year’s Peach Festival is scheduled for Wednesday, August 17th (Rain date of August 18th) from 6-9PM.  For many years the Festival has turned out to be a great day and night of fellowship, fun, and community outreach that many look forward to with much anticipation.  This year’s Festival will feature the music of ‘Renaissance Gospel’ performing from 6:30 to 8:30 PM, and as always, we will have great food and fun games for the kids.

[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/tickets_2747c1_web.jpg?guid=2e01718f-07bd-492a-b764-52384309ca84]
Raffle tickets will be mailed out soon - everyone is encouraged to sell, sell, sell and tell, tell, tell all of your friends, family and neighbors.  This is a major fundraiser to support the ministries of St. John’s.


[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]As you all know, much help is needed throughout the week and includes set-up personnel, peach peelers, cake, pie & dessert bakers, food makers (macaroni & cheese, baked beans), game attendants, food servers, and cleaner-uppers.  The Festival is truly a team effort and everyone’s involvement is appreciated.  Volunteer to be part of the fun in any way you can – A sign-up sheet will be posted towards the end of July. 


As in previous years we are asking church members and friends to wear their St. John’s T-shirts and also to park in the Lutheran church lot if possible so that our lot can be used for Festival patrons. 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://cdn.www.ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/pandamania-group-vbs-logo.jpg]The Panda is coming to VBS!
Mark your calendars for July 11-15.


[image: Right-Click on the filename below to download this image and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"][image: http://download.newsletternewsletter.com/artlinelibrary/k/ki/kid0711a.gif]


Treetop Treats needed for Vacation Bible School are:  
1 box each of raisins, 
Lucky Charms, 
Honeynut Cheerios, 
Cheerios, and 
popcorn, pretzel sticks, carrots, Pudding cups, Gold Fish crackers and a large bag of M & M’s.  

Questions please see Katie Yerger.
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