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ST. JOHN'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
The Reverend Linda Lennon…………………….(home) 610-691-5769
Pastor Linda’s E-Mail……………………………….pastorlinda@juno.com
David King - Council President……………………………..215-536-5351
Larry Benner - Organist / Choir Director………………215-536-2791
David Williams -Custodian……………………………..	…….267-377-5610
Office Telephone Brenda Kucharik, Secretary……..215-538-0875
Church E-Mail …………………………………….stjuccrichtown@enter.net
Church Website……………………………………………www.stjohnsucc.org
Church Office Hours
10:00 am to 3:00 pm -- Monday through Thursday


**Sunday Worship starts at 9:30 AM**
July	28	Quakertown Food Pantry with Food Pantry Training
August	8	7:00PM Worship Meeting
		10	7:00PM Council Meeting
		17	Peach Festival
		23	7:00PM Book Discussion “The Red Tent”
		25	Quakertown Food Pantry
		27	Activities Meeting at the Edmonds
		31	Food For Friends



Weekly Schedule
SUNDAY:                                                    Sunday School – 9:00 AM
                                                             Worship Service – 10:15 AM
FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH:	   Girl Scouts – 6:00 – 8:00 PM
TUESDAY:				Women For Sobriety – 9:00 AM
WEDNESDAY:                              Women’s Guild (Quilting) – 9:00 AM
THURSDAY:       Narcotics Anonymous (NA) Meeting – 6:30 – 9:30 PM
Senior Choir Rehearsal – To be determined weekly





 LECTIONARY SELECTIONS
[image: Description: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/scripture_7657c30_web.jpg?guid=9f3b1b2b-15dd-4afe-814a-7ccb2b8af3c0]The following is this month’s selection of scripture passages taken from The Common Lectionary.  This three year rotation of texts takes us through the Old and New Testaments of the Bible.


August 7	Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
	Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b
	Romans 10:5-15
	Matthew 14:22-33

August 14	Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	Genesis 45:1-15
	Psalm 133
	Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
	Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28

August 21	Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
		Exodus 1:8-2:10
		Psalm 124
		Romans 12:1-8
		Matthew 16:13-20

August 28	Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
		Exodus 3:1-15
		Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b
		Romans 12:9-21
		Matthew 16:21-28
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Dear Friends, 

Phew!  What a week!  Things were alive in Richlandtown as PandaMania Vacation Bible School was held for more than 30+ kids and 20+ helpers. Thanks to those who helped spread the Good News “God is Wild About You!”

Bible Blast Games, Tree Top treats, Awesome crafts, Chadder’s Mystery Theatre, Wild Bible Adventure, as well as, Rowdy Wrap up were the many activities included in the unforgettable jungle experience.  Those attending PandaMania, a joint St. John’s effort, had some unforgettable Bible learning in a week jam packed with fun!  The music was awesome!

We have to admit, it was an exhausting week!  Why do we help with PandaMania, when it would be easier to relax at home, with a glass of cold ice tea? 

We help because we believe in the future!  We help because we have a message to share!   The message is God Loves You, No Matter What!   The week is filled with unforgettable opportunities as we share the Christian message through stories, games, and songs.  We share the faith because we want the kids to have a lens with which to view the world, a lens of hope, humility, kindness, generosity, truth, compassion, peace, joy and love.  We help because we need to hear, how much God loves us No Matter What!  We help to keep the light of Christ burning!  

May God’s blessing continue upon the work shared this past week at PandaMania, so the seeds of faith will root and grow strong for the future!   Thank you to all the helpers and leaders and those who brought the Children to hear the Good News of God’s love.

See you in Church, 

Pastor Linda
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Please keep Marge and George Schaffer in your thoughts and prayers on the loss of Marge’s mother, Geraldine Sell on July 2, 2011.
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/meals_4682c1_web.jpg?guid=4e3ad762-bebe-4331-bdb2-d5522288ee1d]Thirty three dinners (plus lots of seconds!) were served for Food for Friends at the Meeting House, Wednesday, June 29.  Eight servers from our congregation made it all go so smoothly.  Thanks to all those who provided the homemade items and the monetary donations.  It's nice to see that the people we serve come not only for a home cooked meal, but also for the time of socialization.
[image: Family Favorites Fundraiser]**We'll be doing it again on August 31!**Thank you to all that sold PIZZA AND COOKIE DOUGH--we made a profit of $500.25.
The Book Discussion Group will meet August 23rd at 7:00PM to discuss 
[image: http://www.anitadiamant.com/img/theredtent.gif]“The Red Tent” by Anita Diamant.

Skillfully interweaving biblical tales with events and characters of her own invention, Diamant's sweeping first novel re-creates the life of Dinah, daughter of Leah and Jacob, from her birth and happy childhood in Mesopotamia through her years in Canaan and death in Egypt.

[image: C:\Users\St Johns UCC\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\PI2MGT9F\MP900309202[1].jpg]Have you remembered 
St. John’s U.C.C. in your will?

[image: http://phoebe.netreturns.biz/Client_Files/phoebe/top_logo.gif]Phoebe's Geriatric Care Management Presents Coping with Alzheimer’s Disease
July 30    11:00 a.m.
Phoebe’s Connecting Hearts Geriatric Care Management Program is sponsoring Coping with Alzheimer’s Disease, a free event for local community members featuring Fred Buse, author of, A Caregiver’s Tips: My Wife Had Alzheimer’s Disease.  Learn valuable tips to help make caregiving less stressful   Local actors, Brenda and Kerry McGuire will present moments in the life of a caregiver.  Phoebe’s Care Managers will be on hand to answer questions.  Refreshments will be served.
	Location: 
	Faith UCC, 5992 Route 378, Center Valley 

	Phone: 
	610-794-6555 to RSVP OR

	Email: 
	caremanager@phoebe.org to RSVP




[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/grave21_web.jpg?guid=2754f4c5-734c-4f6a-8295-f91cbdd5df80]A Special Thank You to all who helped with the Cemetery cleanup and improvements.
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]A word to remember as you enjoy your vacation this summer, please keep in mind St. John’s expenses are ongoing.  Please give to St. John’s ministry in a way pleasing to God!
[image: http://cdn.www.ministry-to-children.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/pandamania-group-vbs-logo.jpg]A Special THANK YOU to all the Leaders, Crew Leaders, and helpers who help to make Vacation Bible School and exciting and fun week.  Thanks to all who brought snacks! 
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]New address for:
Harriette K. Smith
830 Lakeside Circle
West Wing #112
Pompano Beach, FL 33060.
Cards would really be appreciated.
[image: Richland Township and Richlandtown Borough]Interested in a copy of the “History of Richlandtown”?  Authors Robert Leight and Thomas R. Moll have a book entitled:
“Richland Township and
Richlandtown Boro”
The book is part of the Image of America Series.  The price is $22.00.  If you are interested in a copy please fill out the form and put it in the offering plate.

Name:_________________________________________

Number of copies: ______x $22.00=Total cost_________

Phone #:______________________________________


Use of the Church and/or Church Property
Any activities that need to be ‘booked’ at St. John’s or borrowing of Church Property i.e. tables, chairs, or other items
must go through the Church Office – 
this is so that we have no conflict of interest.  
Thank you in advance for your consideration.

[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/read_13741_web.jpg?guid=aecfa9fc-4db4-4892-8a39-5dc4fd2594fe]We are Always Looking for 
New Lectors…
Would you be interested in reading scripture passages at our Sunday morning Worship Services?  If you would like to read or have any questions please contact Pastor Linda or Marcella Kulp.
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]St. John’s Website
Please take a look at the new website at:
www.stjohnsucc.org
with current church information; as well as, current pictures of Vacation Bible School, Peach Festival, the Heifer Trip and Rummage Sale.


The Quakertown Food Pantry
Serving God by serving those in need
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/pantry72_web.jpg?guid=be24cecf-e2f0-4acc-b156-cfee63b3df34](215) 536-0240
quakertownfoodpantry@gmail.com
Pantry Hours:
Monday, Wednesday & Friday:  10:00AM–1:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 6:00PM–8:00PM
Saturday: 10:00AM–Noon
Join the St. John’s Food Pantry Team
Every fourth Thursday of the month we will be volunteering at the Pantry from 6:00 - 8:00 pm.  If you would like to join the ‘FOOD PANTRY TEAM’ speak with Pastor Linda.

**Please remember, continue to bring in food for the Food Pantry and put in the basket in the narthex.**

[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/statements_4469c1_web.jpg?guid=714ca206-1997-43c1-8d7c-806b996fc88a]Thank you for your financial contributions to the ministry of St. John’s U.C.C.  Anyone wishing a financial statement at this time may contact Sue Benner at 610-282-4467 or email clmbener@ptd.net. 
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Cash Register Tape Fundraiser
The WOW group collects cash register tapes from Redner’s Warehouse Markets.  Please register for a Shopper’s Card at the courtesy counter and tell them it is for St. John’s UCC.  With the closing of Boyer’s we can use all the tapes we can get, so please try to remember when you grocery shop.  Thank you.

Prayer
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Prayer is not a trial balloon we send up to see if God is there.  It is an opportunity He has given us to communicate with Him.  Please allow our Prayer Chain to join you in prayer.  The information you give will be kept confidential.  For prayer needs or for membership, please contact Marcella Kulp at 215-536-5625.
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
7	Gladys Feher
	Carole Freed
8	Christopher Horton
10	Steven Bilger
11	Marcella Kulp
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]16	Danielle Freed
18	Cindy Hardcastle
21	Barry Gross
22	Rasma Piatt
24	Lynne Lennard
25	Steven Kratz
	Jerry Stauffer
26	Matthew Haas
28	Darian Freed
29	Karen Thrapp
31	Jeffrey Hardcastle
	Myrtle Stoneback
	Joel Salomon
Is your birthday missing from the list, please call the church office at 215-538-0875 or email at stjuccrichtown@enter.net.  We will be glad to add it to the birthday list. 

Scheduled to Serve

[image: Description: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/week_27626_web.jpg?guid=8d0fe34f-6bf8-4143-babf-f5de77e8fd70]Lectors
August	7	Debbie Salomon
	14	Judy Guise
	21	Kerry Thompson
	28	DottiAnne Edmonds

Greeters
August	7	Gladys Feher & Gail Jancsics
	14	Mark & Bernadette Fournier
	21	Eleanor Fly & Beverly Kuhn
	28	Gerald & Carole Freed

Ushers 
August	7	Karen Bilger & Jerry Stauffer
	14	Steven Sechriest & Sue Benner
	21	Lloyd & Dorothy Ewer
	28	Carole & Jerry Freed

Acolytes
August	7	Aaron Scholl
	14	Jason Horton
	21	Emily Scholl
	28	Trent Carney

Nursery
August	7	Carol Leiter & Mary Hardcastle
	14	Courtney Weeks & Carol Horton
	21	Shannon Plunkett & Gail Jancsics
	28	Linda Lindsay & LuAnn Kramer


Offering Processing
August	7	Marcella Kulp, Courtney Weeks, John Moyer
	14	Marge Schaffer, Don Deily, Judy Guise
	21	Don Edmonds, Dave King, Marcella Kulp
	28	Courtney Weeks, John Moyer, Marge Schaffer

Visitation Committee 
August	Jessica Sechriest, Karen King, Shannon King
[image: Description: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/week_27626_web.jpg?guid=8d0fe34f-6bf8-4143-babf-f5de77e8fd70]
Altar Guild 
August	Barbara Afflerbach, Judy Guise





	God’s powerful Word

	[image: Right-Click on the filename below to download this image and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]The Bible contains about 800,000 words, depending on the translation. This is about four times as many words as are found in a book of average length. 

Although the Bible is so long and deals with the greatest themes that can engage the human mind, its vocabulary is singularly limited. It uses only 6,000 different words, a very small number compared to the 20,000 words that Shakespeare employed while writing his plays. 

Not only is the Bible’s vocabulary limited, but the average word in it contains only five letters. However, many of these short words are full of the deepest meanings and are worthy of earnest study. For example, consider these five-letter words: grace, peace, faith, saved, serve, glory and Jesus. 




[bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://ts2.mm.bing.net/images/thumbnail.aspx?q=895899671589&id=0249e8163a64c48c199be266b407432c&url=http%3a%2f%2fimages.all-free-download.com%2fimages%2fgraphiclarge%2ffruit_orange_clip_art_13860.jpg]PEACH FESTIVAL
Wednesday, August 17th, 
from 6-9PM


This year’s Peach Festival is scheduled for Wednesday, August 17th (Rain date of August 18th) from 6-9PM.  For many years the Festival has turned out to be a great day and night of fellowship, fun, and community outreach that many look forward to with much anticipation.  This year’s Festival will feature the music of ‘Renaissance Gospel’ performing from 6:30 to 8:30 PM, and as always, we will have great food and fun games for the kids.

[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/tickets_2747c1_web.jpg?guid=2e01718f-07bd-492a-b764-52384309ca84]
Raffle tickets are being mailed out and everyone is encouraged to sell, sell, sell and tell, tell, tell all of your friends, family and neighbors.  This is a major fundraiser to support the ministries of St. John’s.


[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]As you all know, much help is needed throughout the week and includes set-up personnel, peach peelers, cake, pie & dessert bakers, food makers (macaroni & cheese, baked beans), game attendants, food servers, and cleaner-uppers.  The Festival is truly a team effort and everyone’s involvement is appreciated.  Volunteer to be part of the fun in any way you can – A sign-up sheet will be posted towards the end of July. 


As in previous years we are asking church members and friends to wear their St. John’s T-shirts and also to park in the Lutheran church lot if possible so that our lot can be used for Festival patrons. 
[image: http://download.newsletternewsletter.com/artlinelibrary/k/ki/kid0811a.gif]
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]
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