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ST. JOHN'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
The Reverend Linda Lennon…………………….(home) 610-691-5769
Pastor Linda’s E-Mail……………………………….pastorlinda@juno.com
David King - Council President……………………………..215-536-5351
Larry Benner - Organist / Choir Director………………215-536-2791
David Williams -Custodian……………………………..	…….267-377-5610
Office Telephone Brenda Kucharik, Secretary……..215-538-0875
Church E-Mail …………………………………….stjuccrichtown@enter.net
Church Website……………………………………………www.stjohnsucc.org
Church Office Hours
10:00 am to 3:00 pm -- Monday through Thursday

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]**Sunday Worship on September 11 is at 10:15AM at Benner Hall**

August		30	7:00PM Stewardship Meeting
			31	Food For Friends Meal
				Choir Rehearsal begins
September	11	10:15AM Service and Picnic at Benner Hall
			14	7:00PM Council Meeting
			17	Richlandtown Community Days
			18	Rally Day—10:15AM Worship Begins
				9:00AM Sunday School
				Adult Bible starts (Sermon on the Mount)
			22	7:30PM WOW Meeting
				Quakertown Food Pantry
			25	Harvest Home—Collection for Phoebe Home
			26	Blood Drive
October 		2	World Wide Communion
				Setup for the Rummage Sale
			6-7	Rummage Sale—Benner Hall

Weekly Schedule
SUNDAY:                                                    Sunday School – 9:00 AM
                                                             Worship Service – 10:15 AM
FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH:	   Girl Scouts – 6:00 – 8:00 PM
TUESDAY:				Women For Sobriety – 9:00 AM
WEDNESDAY:                              Women’s Guild (Quilting) – 9:00 AM
			         Senior Choir Rehearsal – 7:00 to 8:30PM
THURSDAY:       Narcotics Anonymous (NA) Meeting – 6:30 – 9:30 PM

LECTIONARY SELECTIONS
[image: Description: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/scripture_7657c30_web.jpg?guid=9f3b1b2b-15dd-4afe-814a-7ccb2b8af3c0]The following is this month’s selection of scripture passages taken from The Common Lectionary.  This three year rotation of texts takes us through the Old and New Testaments of the Bible.


September 4		Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
		Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149
		Romans 13:8-14
		Acts 17:22-28
		Matthew 18:15-20


September 11	Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
		Genesis 50:15-21; Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13
		Psalm 139:7-12
		Romans 14:1-12
		Matthew 18:21-35


September 18	Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
			Exodus 16:2-15
			Psalm 105:1-6
			Romans 8:18-27
			Matthew 20:1-16


September 25	Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
			Exodus 17:1-7
			Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
			Revelation 22:1-5
			Matthew 21:23-32
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[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]This is the day that our God has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it: Psalm 118

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]With the start of September, the excitement of a new school year still dwells within me.  As the weather turns to cooler nights, the season upon us reminds me of newness and fresh starts.  In my school days, at the start of a new school year, I looked forward to a new pair of shoes along with new pencils and notebooks.  The approaching school year always brought a bit of nervousness thinking about what my new teachers would be like, as well as, the new things I would be learning.  Even though we may no longer be in school, as followers of Jesus, we are challenged to continue learning new things about God and our faith throughout our lives. We accomplish this learning by taking some time each day to read the scriptures, to prayer, and reflect.  A great tool for this is the UCC Stillspeaking Daily Devotionals, which can be sent directly to your email address.  The daily devotional provides a scripture, a reflection, and a prayer for the day. I find it a great way to start the day.  The following, written by Rev. Martin Copenhaver, caught my attention recently and I hope you will appreciate this, too.

I am a very future-oriented person.  I have a calendar that contains pages for the present year but also two years ahead.   I can tell you now what I am going to preach about in Lent.  I have a special drawer where I keep tickets to plays or games or trips I look forward to.  When that drawer is empty, I get almost panicked.

None of that is bad, I suppose, but being such a future-oriented person sometimes prevents me from appreciating the only day I can live in, and that is today.

Those of us who are farsighted — both literally and figuratively — can see things at a distance but have a hard time seeing what is under our noses.

That is why, when I read this psalm, I tend to emphasize the very first word:  "This is the day that the Lord has made..."

That single word "this" is often the reminder I need.  This is the day that God has made and given to me, to all of us, as a gift.  This is the day that will have the power to bless, if I let it.  This is the day I can make a difference in the world, even if only one small corner of it, if I choose to.  This is the day to enjoy, if I will allow myself to.  

Not tomorrow.  Or next year.  This day.

Prayer
God, thank you for the gift of this day.  Open my heart to receive its blessings and to find in this day ample reason to rejoice.

May God’s peace be with you as we journey together through a new season of learning, prayer, and reflection!

See You in Church, 
Pastor Linda

[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/quiz_2462c5_web.jpg?guid=5755795e-7cf3-4be5-878b-482137343833]Are you brushing up your Bible Trivia Skills for the Church Picnic September 11th?
Once again, we will have a time of Bible Trivia at our church picnic at Benner Hall on Sept 11.  You are invited to come try your skill and win some prizes!
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]
After the Peach Festival, a member of St. John’s said.  “What a great church to be a part of.  All these people working together.  No one was doing it for their own credit or to bring honor to themselves, but for the good of the community.  Some people took the day off, some people left work early and they did it all because they care about their church and for it stands for in Richlandtown.”  Thank You to all who helped to make the Peach Festival an event that showed such community effort and Spirit.  Let us give God the glory! 
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Worship will resume at 10:15AM on Sunday, September 11th.  On September 11th we will have worship at 10:15AM inside Benner Hall before our Church Picnic.  Worship for September 11th will be “God Lead Us Into Life—Remembering the 10th Anniversary of the Events of September 11, 2001.”
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]**There will be no worship in the church that day.**

Following worship, you are invited to attend the indoor picnic if your schedule allows.  Hope to see you there!
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]
Sunday School will begin for all ages on September 18th beginning at 9:00AM.  Why not invite some friends to join us.
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/harvest_1991c4_web.jpg?guid=908d90ea-4545-4870-b66c-3863b5e65bd4]
September 25th we will celebrate Harvest Home Sunday.  Traditionally, Harvest Home Sunday was a day in which many congregations brought the harvest from their gardens to be used for the meals for the residents of Phoebe Home.  In the modern age of food services, harvest from our gardens is no longer a need for Phoebe Home.  Instead, our dollars are needed to support and enhance the quality of life of the residents of Phoebe Home.  Enclosed in the September newsletter you will find an envelope for a special offering to support our friends at Phoebe Richland.  The funds we gather will be used for Resident Activities.  As often as possible and funds allows, Phoebe Richland takes residents on trips, such as: the Pearl S. Buck House, to Lancaster, Lake Noxkamixon, a one room school house, as well as, fun places to eat like Red Lobster.  Resident activities are important for the quality of life at Phoebe, and our donations help make these activities possible.  We hope you will generously support Phoebe Richland through your Harvest Home offering.
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/meals_4682c1_web.jpg?guid=4e3ad762-bebe-4331-bdb2-d5522288ee1d]Food For Friends News--On August 31st St. Johns is responsible for a dinner, for those in need, at the Meeting House.  We usually serve around 40 guests.  Our menu this time will be grilled hamburgers and hot dogs, baked beans, potato salad and finger food desserts.  A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board.  Donations are always appreciated to help cover our expenses.  Ruth Moyer and Barbara Fehnel

St. John’s UCC
Red Cross Blood Drive!
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]A blood drive helps in maintaining a stable blood supply as we prepare for the tough winter months.  Each donation helps up to 3 people in need!
Watch for the sign up sheet.
Date:  September 26, 2011, Monday
Time:  1:00PM-7:00PM
Questions please see Mary Musselman or Mary Hardcastle.

[image: C:\Users\St Johns UCC\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\PI2MGT9F\MP900309202[1].jpg]Have you remembered 
St. John’s U.C.C. in your will?


Use of the Church and/or Church Property
Any activities that need to be ‘booked’ at St. John’s or borrowing of Church Property i.e. tables, chairs, or other items
must go through the Church Office – 
this is so that we have no conflict of interest.  
Thank you in advance for your consideration.

The Quakertown Food Pantry
Serving God by serving those in need
(215) 536-0240
quakertownfoodpantry@gmail.com

Join the St. John’s Food Pantry Team
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/pantry7c2_web.jpg?guid=2a9d1b94-5bfb-4d2a-95b9-ecbe2f033045]***Recently we had three people join the Food Pantry Team.  Thanks to Debbie Salomon and Mike and Melissa Shafer. ***
Every fourth Thursday of the month we will be volunteering at the Pantry from 6:00 - 8:00PM.  If you would like to join the ‘FOOD PANTRY TEAM’ speak with Pastor Linda.

A Thank You was received from the Quakertown Food Pantry for food donated during V.B.S. 

Please note needed foods are:  cold cereal, saltines, tooth brushes, tooth paste, canned chicken, beef stew, canned fruit, canned peas, and spam.
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/world_7262c4_web.jpg?guid=e877c02f-c991-48c4-9c60-5d0adcb8d7e0]Richlandtown Community Day will be September 17th at Benner Hall.  You are invited to come to the St. John’s table and check out our craft.
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]St. John’s Website
Please take a look at the new website at:
www.stjohnsucc.org
with current church information; as well as, current pictures of Vacation Bible School, the Heifer Trip and Rummage Sale.
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Cash Register Tape Fundraiser
The WOW group collects cash register tapes from Redner’s Warehouse Markets.  Please register for a Shopper’s Card at the courtesy counter and tell them it is for St. John’s UCC.  With the closing of Boyer’s we can use all the tapes we can get, so please try to remember when you grocery shop.  Thank you.

A WORD OF THANKS…
[image: C:\Users\St Johns UCC\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\E6MESEM8\Helen Benner 013.JPG]Helen Benner wishes to thank the members of St. John’s for remembering her on the occasion of her 95th Birthday with cards and best wishes.  Also, long overdue, but none the less sincere, a thank you to Reverend Linda Lennon and St. John’s for the prayers and visits offered her during her period of rehabilitation at Phoebe Richland Health Care Center following her hip surgery.  Thank you one and all.  
SENIOR CHOIR REHEARSALS TO RESUME
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]The Senior Choir will resume their fall schedule with rehearsals on Wednesday evenings.  The first rehearsal will be August 31st from 7:00 to 8:30 PM.  If you enjoy music and like to sing, please come and join our choir family at that time or any Wednesday evening thereafter for a time of fun, fellowship and singing God’s praises.  We have a dedicated group of fine singers, but are always looking to expand our ranks.  So, if you have been thinking about joining the Choir, but have not do so, think no longer.  Do it!  You will be welcomed with open arms. 
Prayer
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Prayer is not a trial balloon we send up to see if God is there.  It is an opportunity He has given us to communicate with Him.  Please allow our Prayer Chain to join you in prayer.  The information you give will be kept confidential.  For prayer needs or for membership, please contact Marcella Kulp at 215-536-5625.
[image: ending hunger, caring for the earth]Start saving your pennies! 
[image: C:\Users\St Johns UCC\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\IF1VYVOU\MC900445150[1].wmf]It’s time to kick off our Heifer project once again!  The Sunday School class will again be heading up the Heifer Project which helps purchase and donate animals to people around the world.  Please remember your pennies on Sunday morning and place them in the goat at the front of the church.  We will be collecting until Thank offering in November.  Any questions please see Katie Yerger. 
[image: http://www.lifeway.com/images/727a392c-2f0e-4ed7-a771-e3aed3c8679e?width=201]The Adult Class will study the Sermon on the Mount series “Examining Your Life” Sunday mornings beginning September 18th at 9:00AM.
You are invited whether you know a little or a lot about the Bible!

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2	Debbie Salomon
3	Joan Kelly
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]5	Shana Farber
7	Barbara Fehnel
9	Jessie Sechriest
12	William Haigh
14	Dennis Hardcastle
16	Ronald Kratz
19	Marge Schaffer
22	Michael Lennard
23	Mary Musselman
26	David Bilger
26	Charles Mundy
26	Sarah Harle
28	Romaine Thrapp
30	Judy Guise
Is your birthday missing from the list, please call the church office at 215-538-0875 or email at stjuccrichtown@enter.net.  We will be glad to add it to the birthday list. 

2011 Fall Rummage Sale
Benner Hall—October 6 and 7
9:00AM to 6:00PM 

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Now that the hot, humid days of summer are nearly over and autumn is right around the corner, it’s time to start planning for the Fall Rummage Sale.  This year’s sale will be held at Benner Hall on October 6 & 7.

Donations of saleable used clothing, furniture, household items, etc. will be accepted at Benner Hall on Sunday, October 2nd from noon until 5:00PM, and Monday and Tuesday from 8:00AM to 8:00PM.  We will no longer be able to sell baby cribs due to liability reasons.

[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/sale_7926c2_web.jpg?guid=c66173fb-9bb3-4ac5-8437-8bfb10c50dd1]As you all know, much help is needed throughout the week, including men to set up tables, pick up rummage on Sunday, and pack up the remaining rummage on Friday evening; workers to sort and price rummage during the week and staff the sale on Thursday and Friday; kitchen help for both days, and donations for baked goods.  Please mark your calendars and plan to be a part of our “Rummage Sale Team”.  Any help offered will be appreciated.

Any questions, please call
[bookmark: _GoBack]Eleanor Fly at 215- 536-8250 or 
Bev Kuhn at 215-536-0418.
PEACH FESTIVAL
WOW!!  What a GREAT day – the only one in a week’s forecast with 0% chance of rain!  God smiled on the Peach Festival this year and gave us a beautiful day, large crowds, and a successful night.  There is no doubt that a lot of work goes into making this 3-hour event happen without incident, but while we were busy planning, setting up, peeling peaches, and greeting the community, we were laughing, talking, and sharing in wonderful Christian fellowship with each other.  As we do each year, we supported one another and willingly helped wherever we could.  And THAT is really what made the night the success that it was.  Of course the $4,000 net profit was especially nice as well   

We tried some new things this year (the dunk tank and pickled cabbage) and eliminated some old stand-bys (corn on the cob and red beet eggs).  We enjoyed the sounds of the Renaissance Gospel group again this year.  Please let any Peach Festival committee member know if you have any thoughts or suggestions on how to make our event even better next year!  

RAFFLE WINNERS
1 KIM G
2 DEBBIE GEORGE
3 R. WEIAND
4 BARB SLIFER
5 SALLY STONEBACK
6 RASMA PIATT
7 C. HARVEY
8 JEANETTE SHUROW
9 KAREN BILGER
10 G. R. SQUIRES

SILENT AUCTION WINNERS
1 Joshua Trimble
2 Ruth Ann Ackerman
3 [image: ]Ashley Pearson
4 Sally Conrad
5 Janice Heichel
6 Mary Slotter
7 Kay Winters
8 Brody Carney
9 Mary Musselman


Scheduled to Serve
[image: Description: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/week_27626_web.jpg?guid=8d0fe34f-6bf8-4143-babf-f5de77e8fd70]
Lectors
September	4	Mindy Metzger
		11	Lori Carney
		18	Jeanette Shurow
		25	Marge Schaffer

Greeters
September	4	Ernest Gross & Gerald Stauffer
		11	Joseph & Mary Gillen
		18	Mary Hardcastle & Linda Lindsay
		25	Raymond & Sue Gross

Ushers 
September	4	Judy Guise & John Moyer
		11	Carla & George Spotts
		18	Ray & Ernie Gross
		25	Gerald Freed & Jerry Lennon

Nursery
September	4	Katie Yerger & DottiAnne Edmonds
		11	Kerry Thompson & Kim Gibialante
		18	Karen King & Shannon King
		25	Jade Scholl & Emily Scholl

Offering Processing
September	4	Don Deily, Judy Guise, Don Edmonds
		11	Dave King, Marcella Kulp, Courtney Weeks
		18	John Moyer, Marge Schaffer, Don Deily
		25	Judy Guise, Don Edmonds, Dave King

Visitation Committee 
September:	Mary Musselman

Altar Guild 
September:	Barbara Fehnel and Mary Musselman
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