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ST. JOHN'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
The Reverend Linda Lennon…………………….(home) 610-691-5769
Pastor Linda’s E-Mail……………………………….pastorlinda@juno.com
David King - Council President……………………………..215-536-5351
Larry Benner - Organist / Choir Director………………215-536-2791
David Williams -Custodian……………………………..	…….267-377-5610
Office Telephone Brenda Kucharik, Secretary……..215-538-0875
Church E-Mail …………………………………….stjuccrichtown@enter.net
Church Website……………………………………………www.stjohnsucc.org
Church Office Hours
10:00 am to 3:00 pm -- Monday through Thursday

November	20	Poinsettia Orders due
				Heifer Collection Ends
			24	Happy Thanksgiving Day—Office closed
			27	Advent Begins/Holy Communion
				Family Games and Lunch
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]December	4	Cantata “Heaven Rejoices!”
				Candy orders due
			7	5PM Junior Youth
			10	BBQ Pickup
				Quakertown Christmas Carnival
			11	Congregational Meeting
				Cantata “Heaven Rejoices!”
				BBQ Pickup/Candy delivered
			12	7PM Worship Meeting
			14	5PM Junior Youth Group
				7PM Council
			16	7:30PM Summer Harmony/Cantata Choir Concert
			17	Christmas Caroling
			18	Children’s Christmas Program
				Social Hour
			19	Newsletter Articles due
			21	7PM Longest Night Service 1st UCC, Quakertown
			24	7:00 & 11:00PM Candlelight & Communion Service
			25	Christmas Day Worship at 10:15
				(No Sunday School)
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]
Weekly Schedule
SUNDAY:                                                    Sunday School – 9:00 AM
                                                             Worship Service – 10:15 AM
FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH:	   Girl Scouts – 6:00 – 8:00 PM
TUESDAY:				Women For Sobriety – 9:00 AM
WEDNESDAY:                              Women’s Guild (Quilting) – 9:00 AM
			         Senior Choir Rehearsal – 7:00 to 8:30PM
THURSDAY:       Narcotics Anonymous (NA) Meeting – 6:30 – 9:30 PM


[image: C:\Users\St Johns UCC\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\PI2MGT9F\MP900309202[1].jpg]Have you remembered 
St. John’s U.C.C. in your will?

Use of the Church and/or Church Property
Any activities that need to be ‘booked’ at St. John’s or borrowing of Church Property i.e. tables, chairs, or other items
must go through the Church Office – 
this is so that we have no conflict of interest.  
Thank you in advance for your consideration.

St. John’s Social Hours
All committees have been scheduled for their Social Hours during the upcoming year.
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/peopl11c1_web.jpg?guid=27a56436-4425-48b2-ad8f-2a1d77cf682a]Dec 18th (TBA); Jan 8th-Worship and choir; Feb 5th or 12th (TBA)-Spiritual Life and Caring Church; March 4th-WOW; April-Youth; May 13th-Men of the Church; June 17th-Christian Ed

Thank you for the donation of 115 canned goods equal to 111 lbs. of food, the financial contributions and the letters to the President in support of Feeding the Hungry![image: Click here for more information about Mission 1 Postcard (PICM1 )]


[image: Description: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/scripture_7657c30_web.jpg?guid=9f3b1b2b-15dd-4afe-814a-7ccb2b8af3c0]LECTIONARY SELECTIONS
The following is this month’s selection of scripture passages taken from The Common Lectionary.  This three year rotation of texts takes us through the Old and New Testaments of the Bible.

December 4		Second Sunday of Advent
		Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalms 85:1-2, 8-13
		2 Peter 3:8-15a
		Mark 1:1-8

December 11	Third Sunday of Advent
		Congregational Meeting
		Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
		Psalms 126
		1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
		John 1:6-8, 19-28

December 18	Fourth Sunday of Advent
			Christmas Pageant/Social Hour
			2 Samuel 7:1-11
			Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26
			Romans 16:25-27
			Luke 1:26-38

December 24	Christmas Eve
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]			Worship at 7:00 and 11:00PM
			Isaiah 62:6-12
			Psalms 97
			Titus 3:4-7
			Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20

December 25	First Sunday of Advent
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]			Holy Communion
			Isaiah 52:7-10
			Psalm 98
			Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)
			John 1:1-14
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Dear Friends, 
Advent is upon us once again, the beginning of a new church year.  Advent means “the coming.”  It is a time when we wait expectantly to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child.  As Christians, we wait in expectation of the full coming of God’s reign on earth.  Exciting times are upon us as we prepare to celebrate part 1 of the greatest story ever told, the birth of our Savior; God coming into the world as one of us!

If we’re not careful, Advent can be a time of much added stress, because the time between Thanksgiving and Christmas is the biggest shopping frenzy of retail spending.  Perhaps this is the year, we let go of the consumer expectations about what we do with our time, talent and treasure, and focus the season on COMPASSION rather than CONSUMPTION.  This year, maybe we vow to spend less and support products, people, and causes that are worthy of our support.  Perhaps this is the Advent season where we will spend compassionately and think about how our dollars help or hurt another.  Perhaps this is the year to spend less on ourselves and give more to the “least of these.”  Would we dare to make Christmas simpler and worship more fully?  Would we believe Christmas could be something DIFFERENT and SOMETHING BETTER?  Take a moment and think about the most memorable Christmas present you ever received.  Why do you still remember it?  Most likely it is not the monetary value that makes it most special, but has to do more with the person who gave the gift.  Perhaps this Advent and Christmas we make our celebrations better reflect the beauty of the gift we received in Jesus.

May you have a most blessed Advent and Christmas season, one filled with Compassionate giving.  May you and your loved ones be filled with God’s peace as we celebrate the real reason for the season!  The Birth of Jesus!

See you in Church, 
Pastor Linda
The Quakertown Food Pantry
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/homeless_1076c6_web.jpg?guid=edc740e4-13c2-473e-9be7-028390c874a6]Christmas Dinners are needed for over 200 families.

Please deliver 20 filled bags by December 17 (12-3PM) and Monday Dec. 18 (10-1).  The Pantry will provide hams or turkeys to be included with your pre-packed bags to make a complete holiday dinner for those in need.

****In the Narthex are 20 Food Pantry Food lists to fill for a Christmas dinner.*****

Join the St. John’s Food Pantry Team

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Cash Register Tape Fundraiser
The WOW group collects cash register tapes from Redner’s Warehouse Markets.  Please register for a Shopper’s Card at the courtesy counter and tell them it is for St. John’s UCC.  With the closing of Boyer’s we can use all the tapes we can get, so please try to remember when you grocery shop.  Thank you.

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Prayer
Prayer is not a trial balloon we send up to see if God is there.  It is an opportunity He has given us to communicate with Him.  Please allow our Prayer Chain to join you in prayer.  The information you give will be kept confidential.  For prayer needs or for membership, please contact Marcella Kulp at 215-536-5625. 
[image: http://www.lifeway.com/images/727a392c-2f0e-4ed7-a771-e3aed3c8679e?width=201]The Adult Class will study the Sermon on the Mount series “Joy Under Stress” Sunday mornings at 9:00AM.
You are invited whether you know a little or a lot about the Bible!


DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]1	John Wassmer
3	Samantha Roberts
4	Dorothy Ewer
5	Carol Horton
6	John Gavis
7	Jamie Wassmer
9	Troy Jancsics
10	Kellie Crouthamel
22	Kevin Carney
29	Beverly Kuhn
	Judith Roberts
Is your birthday missing from the list, please call the church office at 215-538-0875 or email at stjuccrichtown@enter.net.  We will be glad to add it to the birthday list. 
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]
Inclement Weather
In the event it becomes necessary to cancel Services at any time during the winter, we will notify WFMZ in Allentown.  They will post this information on their website (wfmz.com) and also notify WLEV 100.7 FM in Bethlehem of the closing. Even when we have Services, we ask that you use your best judgment for your own safety when deciding to venture out in inclement weather.

[image: Brightly Shines the Star (A15-92)]Advent Coin Cards
In the mail this month are the Advent Coin Cards.  Proceeds from the coin cards are used to pay the heating expenses of the Church.  There is a receptacle in the Narthex for your convenience.

Longest Night Memorial Service
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/blue_4349c1_web.jpg?guid=2297d22a-86f9-40ee-acf6-975442d0daf1]There will be a Longest Night Memorial Service on Wednesday, December 21st at First United Church of Christ in Quakertown (4th & Park Avenue).  This service especially focuses on those who have suffered a loss of a loved one in the past year. The Worship Service time is at 7:00 pm.  
All are welcome! 
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Bulletin Sponsors
The 2012 Bulletin Sponsor List is posted on the bulletin board.  The cost is $5.00 per week per sponsor.  There is room for 2 sponsors per week.  Please help us defray the cost of printing our weekly bulletins by volunteering to be a Bulletin Sponsor.  If you have any questions, please contact Carla Spotts.

Our New 2012 Directory
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]In January our Church Directory will be revised.  If anyone would like to make any changes to their present listing, please let the Church Office know via telephone (215-538-0875), e-mail (stjuccrichtown@enter.net), regular mail or dropping the information off at the Church Office.  Thank you in advance for your assistance.

Congregational Meeting

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]The Church Council has called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, December 11th to be held in the Sanctuary immediately following our Worship Service.  The Proposed Budget for 2012 will be presented and following discussion, the Congregation will vote as to whether or not to approve the 2012 budget.  We encourage all Members to attend this meeting and be a part of the approval process.



Scheduled to Serve for December


Lectors
December	4		Lori Carney
[image: Description: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/week_27626_web.jpg?guid=8d0fe34f-6bf8-4143-babf-f5de77e8fd70]		11	Jeanette Shurow
		18	Children’s Program
		25	Pastor Linda

Lighting the Advent Wreath
November	27	Yerger Family
December	4		Carney Family
		11	Thompson Family
		18	Scholl Family
		
Greeters
December	4		George and Marge Schaffer
				7PM Robert & Joan Kelly
		11	Mary Musselman & Romaine Thrapp
				7PM Judy Guise & Jeanette Shurow
		18	Steve & Jessica Sechriest
		24	7PM Don & DottiAnne Edmonds
				11PM Lloyd & Dorothy Ewer
		25	George & Carla Spotts

Ushers 
December	4		John Moyer & Linda Lindsay
				7PM Steve Sechriest & Don Edmonds
		11	Jade & Aaron Scholl
				7PM Judy Guise & Jeanette Shurow
		18	Steve Sechriest & Jerry Lennon
		24	7PM DottiAnne & Don Edmonds
				11PM Dorothy & Lloyd Ewer
		25	Carla & George Spotts

Acolytes
December	4		Aaron Scholl
		11	Trent Carney
		18	Shannon King
		24	7PM Jason Horton
				11PM Daryn Fournier
		25	Aaron Scholl

Nursery
December	4		Dorothy Ewer & DottiAnne Edmonds
		11	Kerry Thompson & Kim Gibialante
		18	Carol Leiter & Mary Hardcastle
		
Offering Processing
December	4		Marge Schaffer, Don Deily, Judy Guise
		11	Don Edmonds, Dave King, Marcella Kulp
		18	Courtney Weeks, John Moyer, Marge Schaffer
		25	Don Deily, Judy Guise, Don Edmonds

Visitation Committee 
December: 	Barbara Fehnel & Ruth Moyer

Altar Guild 
December:	Karen King & Shannon King

COMMUNION SCHEDULE for December 24 (7PM)
Altar Server:  Dave King
Pew Communion Servers:  John Moyer, Jeanette Shurow, Judy Guise, Courtney Weeks

COMMUNION SCHEDULE for December 24 (11PM)
Altar Server:  Don Deily
Pew Communion Servers:  Don Edmonds, Marge Schaffer, Marcella Kulp, John Moyer



Junior Youth Group
Meeting:  Wednesdays November 2 until December 14
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/fall_8481c20_web.jpg?guid=481dc39d-ddb3-4384-837f-b341bd76bb6a]Time:  5:00 until 6:30PM
For all kids ages Kindergarten to Grade 5
An adventure in fun and friendship complete with:  GAMES, STORIES, CRAFTS, DINNER INCLUDED!

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]BRRRRR….
It’s going to be cold outside!

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Please bring new or gently used winter coats for men, women and/or children to the church now until December 4th.  The coats will be distributed to those in need at the Quakertown Christmas Carnival held on December 10th.  Thank you for making someone’s life a little bit warmer! 
[image: http://www.reppertscandy.com/store/images/categories/Picture600.jpg]2011 Holiday
Fundraiser
CANDY & NUTS
-Christmas Orders-
Candy & Nut Orders Due on or before December 4th
Delivery will be on Sunday, December 11th
Proceeds will support St. John’s general fund.

If you have any questions please contact:
Helen Refsnider  215-536-3309	Linda Lindsay  267-373-9646
Mary Gillen  215-538-0685		Jeanette Shurow  215-536-5832
Susan Benner  610-282-4467	Ted Heimbach  215-536-4404
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Thank You for Your Support!
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/bbq_40811_web.jpg?guid=f771d492-8991-45eb-9dcd-532343357f8d]BBQ to Go (Pork) yellow order forms are available in the Narthex.
Orders are due by Sunday, Nov. 27th and delivery will be Dec. 10th or Dec. 11th in the church.
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
Saturday, December 24th 
7 pm – Candlelight Family Worship Service
11 pm – Candlelight Worship Service 

[image: MC900432654[1]]
~ In Concert ~
Summer Harmony and St. John’s Cantata Choir
Summer Harmony Men’s Chorus of the Lehigh Valley, which appeared at St. John’s in 2007 during our 200th Anniversary celebration year, and The Cantata Choir of St. John’s will appear, along with four other choirs from the Lehigh Valley, in concert together on Friday evening, December 16, 2011 at First Presbyterian Church, Tilghman Street and Cedar Crest Boulevard, Allentown.  Concert time is 7:30 PM.  Tickets are $15 and can be obtained from Larry Benner.  A portion of each choir’s ticket sales will be donated back to support their music program.  So, the more tickets we sell, the greater the reward!  Please come out and support our choir for this very special occasion.  Perhaps we can carpool and make it a holiday “musical” outing for the members of St. John’s, their families and their friends.  Spread the word.  It will be an evening well spent!  Deadline for tickets is December 11, 2011.
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