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ST. JOHN'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
The Reverend Linda Lennon…………………….(home) 610-691-5769
Pastor Linda’s E-Mail……………………………….pastorlinda@juno.com
David King - Council President……………………………..215-536-5351
Larry Benner - Organist / Choir Director………………215-536-2791
David Williams -Custodian……………………………..	…….267-377-5610
Office Telephone Brenda Kucharik, Secretary……..215-538-0875
Church E-Mail …………………………………….stjuccrichtown@enter.net
Church Website……………………………………………www.stjohnsucc.org
Church Office Hours
10:00 am to 3:00 pm -- Monday through Thursday


January	6	Activities Committee Meeting
		At the Bilger’s at 6:30PM
[image: Description: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]	8	Epiphany—Holy Communion
		New Member Sunday
		Social Hour (Worship & Choir)
		Annual Reports Due
	11	7PM Council
	17	WOW Group meeting 7:00PM
	18	7:00PM Book discussion “The Prayers of Agnes Sparrow” by Joyce Magnin.
	26	Quakertown Food Pantry
	29	Congregational Lunch Meeting

Weekly Schedule
SUNDAY:                                                    Sunday School – 9:00 AM
                                                             Worship Service – 10:15 AM
FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH:	   Girl Scouts – 6:00 – 8:00 PM
TUESDAY:				Women For Sobriety – 9:00 AM
WEDNESDAY:                              Women’s Guild (Quilting) – 9:00 AM
			         Senior Choir Rehearsal – 7:00 to 8:30PM
THURSDAY:       Narcotics Anonymous (NA) Meeting – 6:30 – 9:30 PM

[image: C:\Users\St Johns UCC\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\PI2MGT9F\MP900309202[1].jpg]Have you remembered St. John’s U.C.C. in your will?
[image: Description: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/scripture_7657c30_web.jpg?guid=9f3b1b2b-15dd-4afe-814a-7ccb2b8af3c0]LECTIONARY SELECTIONS
The following is this month’s selection of scripture passages taken from The Common Lectionary.  This three year rotation of texts takes us through the Old and New Testaments of the Bible.

January 1		First Sunday after Christmas
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]New Year’s Day 
		Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Psalms 148
		Galatians 4:4-7
		Luke 2:22-40

January 8		The Baptism of Christ
		Holy Communion
		New Member Sunday/Social Hour
		Genesis 1:1-5
		Psalms 29
		Acts 19:1-7
		Mark 1:4-11

January 15		Second Sunday after Epiphany
			1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20)
			Psalms 139:1-6, 13-18
			1 Corinthians 6:12-20
			John 1:43-51

January 22		Third Sunday after Epiphany
			Jonah 3:1-5, 10
			Psalms 62:5-12
			1 Corinthians 7:29-31
			Mark 1:14-20

January 29		Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
			Deuteronomy 18-15-20
			Psalms 111
			1 Corinthians 8:1-13
			Mark 1:21-28

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Arise, shine for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.  See darkness covers the earth and the thick darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you and his glory appears over you.  Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  Isaiah 60:1-3 

Greetings from the Pastor…..

Wish we could celebrate Christmas a little longer? 

You are probably familiar with the carol, The Twelve Days of Christmas! During earlier times in England, people continued their Christmas celebrations for twelve days, from Christmas Day until Epiphany on January 6th.   January 6th, the Twelfth Night was the day that included the biggest celebration of all.  There were parties and music, dancing and eating to celebrate the joy of Christmas and Christ’s birth.

During the past days of Advent and Christmas, we thought about God’s greatest gift to us.  The gift of Jesus.  

Like the Magi, why not celebrate the twelfth day of Christmas thinking of the gifts you can give to Jesus, thinking about how your light can continue to shine around you.  Let the Good News of God’s love shine in all you say and do.  

I’m thankful for all the ways St. John’s UCC church family let God’s light shine this Advent and Christmas!

The light of the Christ shined brightly as the Cantata Choir told the Story of Jesus to the community two evenings to a church packed with worshippers.  They told the story again to the residents at Phoebe Richland, as well as with the Summer Harmony.  Our lights continued to shine as Christmas dinners were brought for the Quakertown Food Pantry and volunteers from our church filled orders from 110 people. We volunteer in the hope that the Light of God’s care shines through us while meeting the needs of hungry people.  
The light of God’s love was shared at the Christmas Carnival, where over 200 children in need came to make crafts and participate in other activities, with lunch included. The light of God’s love was taken to the residents of Phoebe Richland as approximately 30 of St. John’s UCC church family gathered to sing Christmas Carols and pass out Candy Cane Prayers to the residents.  Can you just imagine the smile on the resident’s face when one of St. John’s little ones takes them a candy cane?  It was a delightfully fun evening, and we did get to sing the 12 Days of Christmas.  The residents of Phoebe didn’t think it’s too long and laborious; they thought it was fun and sang right along.  God’s light was shining brighter than ever as the kids presented the “Let’s Hear it Again” Christmas Pageant in our church sanctuary.

Through all these things, I find myself blessed to be a part of such a generous church family at St. John’s, where so many people are committed to letting the Light of Christ shine!  

This New Year continue to let His star shine brightly upon you and some of that light will surely be reflected on others around you.  

See you in Church, 
Pastor Linda
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/thank_733344_web.jpg?guid=bad149b4-7321-4f9c-b83e-b9fc8c7637d2]
Dear St. John's friends,

Thank you for the very generous Christmas gift!

I am truly blessed to be serving God at St. John's along with you. 

Wishing each of you and your loved ones a Happy 2012!
Pastor Linda
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/peopl11c1_web.jpg?guid=27a56436-4425-48b2-ad8f-2a1d77cf682a]St. John’s Social Hours
All committees have been scheduled for their Social Hours during the upcoming year.
Jan 8th-Worship and Choir
Feb 5th Spiritual Life and Caring Church
March 4th-WOW
[bookmark: _GoBack]April-Youth
May 13th-Men of the Church
June 17th-Christian Ed

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Cash Register Tape Fundraiser
The WOW group collects cash register tapes from Redner’s Warehouse Markets.  Please register for a Shopper’s Card at the courtesy counter and tell them it is for St. John’s UCC.  With the closing of Boyer’s we can use all the tapes we can get, so please try to remember when you grocery shop.  Thank you.

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Prayer
Prayer is not a trial balloon we send up to see if God is there.  It is an opportunity He has given us to communicate with Him.  Please allow our Prayer Chain to join you in prayer.  The information you give will be kept confidential.  For prayer needs or for membership, please contact Marcella Kulp at 215-536-5625. 
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Congratulations to Larry Benner and the St. John's U.C.C. Cantata Choir.  The St. John's Cantata Choir was one of the five church choirs featured with Summer Harmony, a Men's Chorus of the Lehigh Valley.  The Songfest took place at the First Presbyterian Church in Allentown on Dec. 16th.  The Cantata Choir did an outstanding job their effort shows what a small church choir can do at its very best!
Way to Go St. John's U.C.C.! 
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Birthdays…
January


2   Susan Benner		18   Larry Shelmire   
	5   Durrell Benner		19   Traci Jancsics 
	     Jeanette Shurow		25   Jessica Bilger
	8   Katie Hoffman	  	29   David Ackerman
	11  Jordan Roberts		30   Sarah Lennard
	      Margaret Roberts
14  Jeanette Kade 

Is your birthday missing from the list, please call the church office at 215-538-0875 or email at stjuccrichtown@enter.net.  We will be glad to add it to the birthday list. 

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]It’s time again to create the nursery schedule for 2012.  We are looking for any volunteers that wouldn’t mind helping to watch our youngest members of our congregation.  The commitment would be about once every six weeks (although with more volunteers, the time span becomes less!).  There will always be another person scheduled with you and we ask that you take the children down following the children’s sermon until the end of the service. If interested, please let Katie Yerger know.

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Time to sign up for Altar Flowers for 2012!
There are several dates still available for 2012.  Please sign up in the narthex.  Thank you!

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]It’s that time of year again!  Each committee’s Annual Report for 2011 is due by January 8, 2012.  The report will be printed Jan. 9th and in church for pickup Sunday, Jan. 15th.  Please submit a hand written copy as early as possible or a Word Document and email to the church at stjuccrichtown@enter.net.  Thank you!!

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Inclement Weather
In the event it becomes necessary to cancel Services at any time during the winter, we will notify WFMZ in Allentown.  They will post this information on their website (wfmz.com) and also notify WLEV 100.7 FM in Bethlehem of the closing. Even when we have Services, we ask that you use your best judgment for your own safety when deciding to venture out in inclement weather.
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Bulletin Sponsors
The 2012 Bulletin Sponsor List is posted on the bulletin board.  The cost is $5.00 per week per sponsor.  There is room for 2 sponsors per week.  Please help us defray the cost of printing our weekly bulletins by volunteering to be a Bulletin Sponsor.  If you have any questions, please contact Carla Spotts.
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]
Our New 2012 Directory
In January our Church Directory will be revised.  If anyone would like to make any changes to their present listing, please let the Church Office know via telephone (215-538-0875), e-mail (stjuccrichtown@enter.net), regular mail or dropping the information off at the Church Office.  Thank you in advance for your assistance.
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Congregational and Lunch Meeting
The Church Council has called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, January 29th to be held in downstairs immediately following our Worship Service.  Thank you.

Scheduled to Serve for December

[image: Description: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/week_27626_web.jpg?guid=8d0fe34f-6bf8-4143-babf-f5de77e8fd70]Lectors
January 1	Marcella Kulp
	8	Judy Guise
	15	Jerry Lennon
	22	Jade Scholl
	29	Debbie Salomon
		
Greeters
January 1	Jade Scholl & Courtney Weeks
	8	Eva Shelmire
	15	Dolores Sipple & Jane Sipple
	22	Kerry Thompson
	29	David Ackerman & Ruth Ackerman

Ushers
January 1	Linda Lindsay & Jade Scholl
	8	David King & Jerry Lennon
	15	Lori Carney & Brent Carney
	22	George Schaffer & Joe Horton
	29	Ray Gross & Ernie Gross

Acolytes
January	1	Trent Carney
	8	Shannon King
	15	Jason Horton
	22	Daryn Fournier
	29	Aaron Scholl

Nursery
January 1	Shannon Plunket & Gail Jancsics
	8	Linda Lindsay & LuAnn Kramer
	15	Katie Yerger & DottiAnne Edmonds
	22	Kerry Thompson & Kim Gibialante
	29	Karen King & Shannon King

Offering Processing
January 1	Dave King, Marcella Kulp, Courtney Weeks
	8	John Moyer, Marge Schaffer, Don Deily
	15	Judy Guise, Don Edmonds, Dave King
	22	Marcella Kulp, Courtney Weeks, John Moyer
	29	Marge Schaffer, Don Deily, Judy Guise

Visitation Committee 
January:	Jessica Sechriest, Karen King, Shannon King

Altar Guild 
January:	Marcella Kulp & Lori Carney

COMMUNION SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 8
Altar Server:  Jeanette Shurow
Pew Communion Servers:  Judy Guise, Dave King, Courtney Weeks, Don Edmonds

COMMUNION ARRANGEMENTS FOR JANUARY 8
Barbara Afflerbach, Barbara Fehnel, Carla Spotts



[image: SSE Video Image]Mark your calendars for St. John's Women's Retreat to be held May 4 and 5.  More details to come, but you won't want to miss it.  



[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Please bring no longer wanted Christmas cards to the church office.  They can be used for a craft project for next year!  Thank you.
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Burr its cold outside -- Operation Hat, Mittens, and Socks will be collected for the month of January to be distributed to kids from the Quakertown School District and the food pantry.

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Please pick up your church envelopes in the Narthex.   If you need envelopes, please call the office at 215-538-0875.  Thank You.

[image: Product Details]The next book discussion at St. John’s will be “The Prayers of Agnes Sparrow” by Joyce Magnin.  
Mark your calendar for January 18 at 7:00PM.

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Need something in the bulletin which is printed on Thursdays (AM)?  Call the office at 215-538-0875 or email at stjuccrichtown@enter.net.  For information for the Newsletter for Febuary please call or email by 1/23/12.  Other letters, printing or help, please call anytime.  Thank you! 
MISSION STATEMENT
Adopted February 2, 1997

We, the Congregation of St. John's United Church of Christ, building on the heritage of the Church as we move into the next century, hereby set forth the following as a statement of our purpose.

Worship
As a Congregation we strive to worship God, 
and preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ through traditional and alternative methods.  
The celebration of the sacraments affirms in this place the ecumenical unity and inclusiveness in Christ's Church throughout.

Community Involvement
We strive to be an active contributor and participant in the life and activities of the Richlandtown area and surrounding communities.  Following the example of Jesus Christ,
 we endeavor to minister to the needs of all people in the community.

Christian Education
We strive to provide an opportunity for persons of all ages to teach and learn about God's Word.

Membership
St. John's U.C.C. openly welcomes anyone interested in becoming a Member of this church family and eagerly accepts new Members through confirmation, reaffirmation of faith and letters of transfer.

Stewardship
We, the Congregation, acknowledge our responsibility to provide the financial support for the maintenance of Church facilities and on-going programs as well as benevolence within the community and the Church's wider mission.
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