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ST. JOHN'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
The Reverend Linda Lennon…………………….(home) 610-691-5769
Pastor Linda’s E-Mail……………………………….pastorlinda@juno.com
David King - Council President……………………………..215-536-5351
Larry Benner - Organist / Choir Director………………215-536-2791
David Williams -Custodian……………………………..	…….267-377-5610
Office Telephone Brenda Kucharik, Secretary……..215-538-0875
Church E-Mail …………………………………….stjuccrichtown@enter.net
Church Website……………………………………………www.stjohnsucc.org
Church Office Hours
10:00 am to 3:00 pm -- Monday through Thursday

February	5	Social Hour
	8	7:00PM Council
	11	Snow Tubing
	12	New Members Sunday/Baptism
	14	Valentine’s Day
	20	President’s Day
	22	Ash Wednesday
	23	Quakertown Food Pantry
[image: Description: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]	25	Progressive Dinner 5PM
	29	Food For Friends
		Lent Dinner/Worship
		
Weekly Schedule
SUNDAY:                                                    Sunday School – 9:00 AM
                                                             Worship Service – 10:15 AM
FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH:	   Girl Scouts – 6:00 – 8:00 PM
TUESDAY:				Women For Sobriety – 9:00 AM
WEDNESDAY:                              Women’s Guild (Quilting) – 9:00 AM
			         Senior Choir Rehearsal – 7:00 to 8:30PM
THURSDAY:       Narcotics Anonymous (NA) Meeting – 6:30 – 9:30 PM

[image: C:\Users\St Johns UCC\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\PI2MGT9F\MP900309202[1].jpg]Have you remembered St. John’s U.C.C. in your will?

LECTIONARY SELECTIONS
[image: Description: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/scripture_7657c30_web.jpg?guid=9f3b1b2b-15dd-4afe-814a-7ccb2b8af3c0]The following is this month’s selection of scripture passages taken from The Common Lectionary.  This three year rotation of texts takes us through the Old and New Testaments of the Bible.


February 5		Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
		Social hour
		Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalms 147:1-11, 20c
		1 Corinthians 9:16-23
		Mark 1:29-39

February 12		Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
New Member Sunday/Baptism
		2 Kings 5:1-14
		Psalms 30
		1 Corinthians 9:24-27
		Mark 1:40-45

February 19		Last Sunday after Epiphany/
			Transfiguration
			2 Kings 2:1-12
			Psalms 50:1-6
			2 Corinthians 4:3-6
			Mark 9:2-9
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]
February 22		Ash Wednesday
			Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
			Psalm 51:1-17
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

February 26		First Sunday in Lent
			Genesis 9:8-17
			Psalms 25:1-10
			1 Peter 3:18-22
			Mark 1:9-15
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Have a graduation or wedding coming up in the near future?  If so, you most likely know these events don’t just happen, they take vast amounts of preparation.

Just as carefully as we prepare for these events, Lent invites us to make our hearts ready for remembering Jesus Passion and celebrating Jesus resurrection. 

Beginning with Ash Wednesday, on February 22, through Holy Week, Lent is 40 days long, not counting Sunday’s which are reserved for celebrating worship.

The number 40 carries biblical significance based on the 40 years Israel spent in the wilderness and Jesus 40 day fast in the wilderness.  

Lent is not a ritual.  It is a time to think seriously who Jesus is for us.  It is an opportunity for renewing our faith from the inside out.
Beginning with Ash Wednesday, Lent is a time to call us back from the paths we have strayed throughout the year, and refocus our attention on who we are and who we are to become.  Lent is about opening our hearts once again to the ways we are challenged to become new.  It is a time to remember Jesus words “If you are to be my disciple, follow me. (Matthew 16:24)

This Lenten season, take up your cross, as Jesus embraced his, and to follow our Master’s devotion and obedience into the great mystery of renewal, death, and resurrection. 

May you have a Spiritually enriching and life-giving Lenten journey.

See you in church, 

Pastor Linda


[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Thank you from the Stewardship Committee. 
Because of your generous support, St. John’s UCC has been able to be life-giving in the community and beyond.  In 2011, we were able to generously support Our Churches Wider Mission, Phoebe Richland, Quakertown Food Pantry, Richlandtown Fire Company, Heifer International, the Salvation Army, Food for Friends, Benner Hall Playground fund; as well as, the Quakertown Christmas Carnival.  These are just a few of the ways St. John’s seeks to do ministry following the example set by Jesus.  Again, thank you for you generous support and we look forward to the ways God leads us as a community in 2012. 

[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/quill_4993c1_web.jpg?guid=4851dfc3-6aa6-445d-a3fe-2a560b29e06b]Because we love children, St. John’s UCC is in the process of designing a Safe Church Policy.  The new policy will contain agreed upon practices for all of us to adhere to in order to be sure St. John’s is a safe and welcoming place for all.   The committee includes:  Dave King, Jade Scholl, Courtney Weeks, Katie Yerger, and Pastor Linda Lennon.  The committee will keep you informed of their progress.  
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]All women of St. John’s UCC are invited to St. John’s Lutheran Church on February 12th at 2:30PM for tea and conversation.  Please RSVP by February 6th to Karen Bilger or call the Lutheran Church office at 215-536-5027.
Please bring a tea cup.

[image: http://photos1.fotosearch.com/bthumb/FSD/FSD341/x27294801.jpg]Everyone is invited to join the youth group on a snow tubing outing on Saturday, Feb 11th at Blue Mountain Ski Area.  Tickets can be purchased in advance at the Richland Township Municipal Building for $26.00 for an all-day pass, or at Blue Mountain the day of the event for $29.00.  If the weather isn't good on the 11th, we'll try for Feb 18th instead.  We'll try to meet at Blue Mountain at 10:00 am. See Lori Carney for details.

St. John’s Social Hours
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/peopl11c1_web.jpg?guid=27a56436-4425-48b2-ad8f-2a1d77cf682a]All committees have been scheduled for their Social Hours during the upcoming year.
Feb 5th Spiritual Life and Caring Church
March 4th-WOW
April-Youth
May 13th-Men of the Church
June 17th-Christian Ed
[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/dinner_2250c1_web.jpg?guid=a1741eca-df10-4e8f-afdd-6810db0ed0c5]
The annual Progressive Dinner will be held on Saturday, February 25th at 5 PM.  There's a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  Please join us for a fun filled evening of fellowship and good food.  Main course will be provided by the Activities Committee.  Directions available if needed, ask any member of the activities committee.  (Snow date is the following Sat., 3/3.)

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Cash Register Tape Fundraiser
The WOW group collects cash register tapes from Redner’s Warehouse Markets.  Please register for a Shopper’s Card at the courtesy counter and tell them it is for St. John’s UCC.  With the closing of Boyer’s we can use all the tapes we can get, so please try to remember when you grocery shop.  Thank you.
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Prayer
Prayer is not a trial balloon we send up to see if God is there.  It is an opportunity He has given us to communicate with Him.  Please allow our Prayer Chain to join you in prayer.  The information you give will be kept confidential.  For prayer needs or for membership, please contact Marcella Kulp at 215-536-5625. 
[image: SSE Video Image]Mark your calendars for St. John's Women's Retreat to be held May 11 and 12.  Reserve your place early.  More details to come, but you won't want to miss it.  

The Quakertown Food Pantry
Serving God by serving those in need
 (215) 536-0240   
quakertownfoodpantry@gmail.com

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Canned Goods or Cash will be collected during Lent to help our neighbors at the Quakertown Food Pantry.  Last year we collected over 300 canned goods.  This year our goal is 400.
Can we do it?

[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/offer_1465c4_web.jpg?guid=fc86694f-9e20-4098-beb2-da554816f1d9]Included in your newsletter is an envelope for Building Improvement.  As homes are always in need of repair and updates, the same is true for St. John’s church home.  Your continued support of our building is appreciated. 
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Birthdays for February

1	Jim Stoneback
2	Linda Schiele
[image: MP900433140[1]]5	Eva Shelmire
7	Evan Farber
10	Paul Shelmire III
	Monica Lennon
11	Judy Ziegenfus
14	W. Donald Smith
15	Raymond Gross
17	Barbara Afflerbach
18	Deb Deily
18	Eleanor Fly
24	Doris Hoffman

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Time to sign up for Altar Flowers for 2012!
There are several dates still available for 2012.  Please sign up in the narthex.  Thank you!

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Bulletin Sponsors
The 2012 Bulletin Sponsor List is posted on the bulletin board.  The cost is $5.00 per week per sponsor.  There is room for 2 sponsors per week.  Please help us defray the cost of printing our weekly bulletins by volunteering to be a Bulletin Sponsor.  If you have any questions, please contact Carla Spotts.

Enclosed in the newsletter are Lenten Coin Cards.  Lent starts February 22 with Ash Wednesday.  Please give generously.

[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/february_7692c4_web.jpg?guid=37d9b3c5-a8b4-4618-be47-9eed08588bed]Thank you to all who brought hats, mittens, scarves, and socks for the school kids in need!

[image: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/ash_5449c1_web.jpg?guid=ff57d243-6f42-433e-abd3-c5ed9c0bf697]




Worship at 7:30PM 
with Holy Communion.
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Scheduled to Serve this Month

[image: Description: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/week_27626_web.jpg?guid=8d0fe34f-6bf8-4143-babf-f5de77e8fd70]Lectors
February	5		John Moyer
		12	Kerry Thompson
		19	Courtney Weeks
		26	Dorothy Ewer

Greeters
February	5		Scott & Katie Yerger
		12	Barbara Fehnel & Helen Refsnider
		19	Gladys Feher & Gail Jancsics
		22	Judith Guise & Jeanette Shurow
		26	Helen Benner & Susan Benner
			

Ushers
February	5		Judy Guise & Steven Sechriest
		12	Gerald Freed & Sue Benner
		19	Dorothy Ewer & Lloyd Ewer
		22	Linda Lindsay & LuAnn Kramer
		26	Linda Lindsay & Jerry Stauffer
			

Acolytes
February	5		Trent Carney
		12	Shannon King
		19	Jason Horton
		22	Daryn Fournier
		26	Aaron Scholl
			

Nursery
February	5		Gail Jancsics & Shannon Plunkett
		12	Carol Leiter & Katie Yerger
		19	Lori Carney & Trent Carney
		26	Linda Lindsay & LuAnn Kramer
			


Offering Processing
February	5	Marcella Kulp, Courtney Weeks, John Moyer
		12	Don Deily, Judy Guise, Don Edmonds
		19	Joe Horton, Jade Scholl, Marcella Kulp
		22	Courtney Weeks, John Moyer, Don Deily
		26	Judy Guise, Don Edmonds, Joe Horton
[image: Description: http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/week_27626_web.jpg?guid=8d0fe34f-6bf8-4143-babf-f5de77e8fd70]
Visitation Committee 
February:  Mary Musselman

Altar Guild 
February:  Marge Schaffer & Kerry Thompson

COMMUNION SCHEDULE FOR 
February 22, Ash Wednesday:
Altar Server:  Don Deily
Communion Servers:  Don Edmonds, Marcella Kulp

COMMUNION ARRANGEMENTS for February 22, Ash Wednesday:  Beverly Kuhn and Marge Schaffer

[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Need something in the bulletin which is printed on Thursdays (AM)?  Call the office at 215-538-0875 or email at stjuccrichtown@enter.net.  For information for the Newsletter for March please call or email by 2/20/12.  Other letters, printing or help, please call anytime.  Thank you! 
[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Inclement Weather
In the event it becomes necessary to cancel Services at any time during the winter, we will notify WFMZ in Allentown.  They will post this information on their website (wfmz.com) and also notify WLEV 100.7 FM in Bethlehem of the closing. Even when we have Services, we ask that you use your best judgment for your own safety when deciding to venture out in inclement weather.
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Remember our Shut-ins with your prayers and cards.

For:	Mr. Floyd Bless
	Mrs. Jeanette Kade
	Mrs. Madorra Samph
	Mrs. Doris Hoffman
send to:
	Phoebe Richland Healthcare Center
	108 South Main Street
	Richlandtown, PA  18955

Mrs. Myrtle Stoneback
950 Front Street, Apt 413
Hellertown, PA  18055

Mrs. Harrietta Smith
830 Lakeside Circle
West Wing #112
Pompano Beach, FL 33060

Mr. and Mrs. Charles (Bertha) Mundy
304 East Montgomery Avenue
North Wales, PA 19454-2950

Thank you!


[image: For use in printed publications, Right-Click on the filename below to download and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]Lent will be upon us before you know it!  Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 22, with worship at 7:30PM, with the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

The weeks following in Lent, you are invited to joint dinner and Lenten services, combined with St. John’s Lutheran Church and St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Applebachsville.  The dinner and worship will be held Wednesday evenings with dinner beginning at 6:00PM and Worship at 7:00 in St. John’s Lutheran Church Activities Center.  Hope you will join us as we prepare our hearts for Easter.  The theme will be Jonah.  We will follow Jonah on his journey and Jesus on the way to the cross.

February 29--Saved in the Storm
Dinner provide by St John’s Lutheran
Preacher--Rev Linda Lennon

March 7–Our Providing God 
Dinner provided by St Paul’s Lutheran
Preacher--Rev Susan Sosnin

March 14 – Praying in the belly of the great big fish Dinner
Dinner provided by St. John’s UCC
Preacher--Rev David Heckler

March 21--The God of the Second Chance 
Dinner provided by St John’s Lutheran
Preacher–Rev Linda Lennon

March 28--About Face
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dinner provided by  St. Paul’s Lutheran
Preacher – Rev Sue Sosnin
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